
Report on Explorer Hut  

On our first trip three people flew into Explorer at 4 PM on Monday 10th August 

2016 and spent the next couple of hours 

cutting back the scrub around the chopper 

pad and then started our survey of the 

hut.  

                           

The next day we cut, cruise taped and 

permolated the track from Explorer to the 

Cleared Chopper Pad 

Mikonui River to the West of the hut, 

about 1.5 Km, We placed two large orange 

triangles in the Mikonui River, one in the 

riverbed at the start of the track and a 

second where the track leaves the riverbed 

and enters the bush proper.  

                                                                                                                                                      Hut Survey 

When we got back to the hut we cleared 

back the scrub from round the hut by 

about 2-3 mt. and then cleared a patch 

of scrub at the back of the hut for the 

future woodshed. 

Later we trimmed and marked where 

needed the track down towards Doctor 

Creek to the East, the beginning of the 

track leading to the Hokitika River. We 

cruise taped and made a couple of rock 

cairns where the track enters the bush 

and from Vanina Stream and down to 

the confluence of Vanina Stream and 

Doctor Creek, a distance of about 1.7 

Km.  

                    Scrub Cleared From Round Hut  



The following day, Wednesday, we did 

more hut survey and then headed up the 

Miserable ridge track. We cut the track to 

a point about 2/3rds of the way to point 

1177, about 1.4 Km and cruise taped up to 

point 1177 a further 1.3 Km. 

  

Cairn at Vanina Stream 

Upon our return to the hut we cut fire 

wood for a couple of hours and that 

night wrote up our requirements for the 

hut repair job for this summer. 

                            clearing For Woodshed                                                                             

On the last morning we cut more fire 

wood and stacked it in and under the hut. 

We went home and correlated all our 

information and applied for a grant 

through the outdoor consortium via  the 

FMC group and after gathering all the 

needed resources waited for a weather 

window. 

 

 

 

Geoff, Alastair, & Paul at Explorer hut 

  



A weather window finally opened up for 

us to fly to Explorer Hut on the 15th 

February 2017, six people flew in with two 

sling loads of equipment and gear. Our 

crew included a carpenter so that things 

would be done to spec. 

 

Two nets of gear and equipment ready for lift 

Our first task was to replace seven rotting 

and rotted piles 

The South West corner pile was well 

rotted down the side from hut wall run off 

as it jutted out from under the wall 

cladding                     

                                             South West corner pile                                                                                                       

 

The centre row of piles were all rotten to 

one extent or another, the right hand pile 

was almost non existent. The middle pile 

was rotted off at ground level 

                           

 

 

  Centre right pile 

 

We dug out all the rotten piles and 

replaced them with outside treated round 

post sections, they were dug into the 

ground 400mm and set in concrete, the 

bearers were jacked up and then         

released after the concrete was set.       middle pile                          

 



Centre  pile in place                                                                                     S W corner pile showing damp course and wire 

The piles were topped with damp course and wired into place as well as skewed 

four inch nails, the piles that were too difficult to wire were fixed with ñZò nails. 

The hut has, in the past, been altered and an extra meter added to the South end 

but it was added with no bearers so we had to add bearers to the last pile span 

 

             

On the East wall the fireplace had been 

renewed at some date too, We found the 

remains of the old chimney rotting in the 

bush nearby, but only every second floor 

joist was replaced. We  added a full joist 

under the new section on the South wall 

and added what joists needed on the East 

wall next to the fire place     
           New S W pile and bearer 

                 . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New bearers and joists on the South end       


